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WhereAre theYoung Men?

by Dr. Bob Payne, Moderator

The question which marks the title of this mos#rticle has been asked
not only at our IBFNA meetings but also in gatherings of most fundamenta
Baptist circles. It has been correctly pointed out that many young men a
rushing headlong into Reformed Theology and are becoming enamored wit
Reformed teachers and their doctrine.

In addition to this, we see many fundamental seminaries and coll¢ges \
moving in the same theological direction, perhaps partly in an attempt 10 AP ) aS S ———
and draw students and partly because Reformed Theology has a psgudo-
intellectual draw for some educatois would be expected, changes in musjc
and standards have also followed in lock step with the theological changés.

In this month$ moderatds column, | would like to explore what is a
the heart of Reformed Theology and how it manifests itself, as well as wh
be done about the young preachers’ flight to falsehood.
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THE HEART OF REFORMED'HEOLOGY
Atthe heart of Reformed Theology is an inconsistent hermeneutic (vWhat
we might call “the Reformed hermeneutic”) which seems to manifest itseff in
the following ways:
1. The interpretation of some biblical passages with an inconsistently literal
hermeneutic (e.g. not seeing dispensational distinctions inthe “Serjpon_ _
on the Mount” and applying it directly to the church). f Membership &
2. The priority of grammar and exegesis over the total hermeneutigal Subscription:
process. The Reformed hermeneutic sees grammar as the final argiithent
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hermeneutical process. j 05889 Belleville Rd
3. The other extreme of #2 is that words have absolutely no meaning outgidge!eville. Mi 481 11
of a context. This is actually a Neo-orthodox approach to scripture.l (734) 697-7150
4.  An arrogant “cerebral” approach to the scriptures (with a result rb www.IBFNA.org
attitude of “We are smarter than you are!”). Human reasoning takes. -J
precedence over biblical teaching; philosophy supersedes the text.
5. An excessive dependence on historical theology (instead of biblical and
systematic theology). The reasoning seems to be that if the teaching is

(CONTINUE ON PAGE 2)
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old enough, and if the theologian teaching
itis respected enough, what is being taught
MUST be true.

Atendency to ignore progressive revelation
and dispensational progression by reading
back characteristics of the present
dispensation into previous dispensations
without sufficient textual support (this is
commonly done by reading back certain
aspects of our present salvation into the Old
Testament, as well as by applying certain
aspects of the present ministry of the Holy
Spirit into the OldTestament).This leads

to a sort of confusion between Israel and
the church.

SO WHAT'S THE SOLUTION?

Is the solution to the young preachers’ flight

from fundamentalism to appease them? Should we

begin to adapt our doctrine, music, etc. in orderto 3.

draw them back into the fold? Does our theological
and cooperative “tent” need to be a little bigger?

Instead of engaging in a philosophical

discussion of our own, we need to ask ourselves,
“What saith the scripture?” The problem of people
departing from sound doctrine is not newo
matter what time era we find ourselves in, the
biblical response to such a situation is clear:

1.

Use and teach sound hermeneutical
principles consisting of a consistently literal
(normal) interpretation of th&ord of God.

in the book of Nehemiah (8:8): “So they read
in the book in the law of God distinctnd

2.

4.

5.

gave the sense, and causteémto
understand the reading.”

Patiently preach, teach, and reason with
these young men from thigord of God (2
Tim. 2:2). This will include much one-on-
one teaching time. Dogmatically shouting
what you believe louder than you normally
would will prove to be ineffective in
reaching hearts. Shine the light on the text,
and allow it to speak for itself. Love them;
be a mentor! Les follow Pauls
methodology who ministered to a very
difficult “audience” (Acts 17:2): “And Paul,
as his manner was, went in unto them, and
three sabbath daysasoned with them out

of the scriptures” Bauer and Dankés
lexicon tells us that the Greek word
translated “reasoned” means “to engage in
speech interchangeonverse, discuss,
argue” We need to engage them from the
scriptures and “reprove, rebuke, exhort with
all longsufering and doctrine” (Zim. 4:2).
Pray pray pray for those young men under
your ministry (1 Sam. 12:23).

Model a godly life before them (Tim.
4:12). Words spoken from the mouth are
much more forceful when backed up by a
Godly walk.

Invite them to IBFNA meetings, and be sure
to let them know about our young preacher
scholarship.

In these theologically confusing days, we

need to encourage young men to be focused on
We need to use the methodology mentioned Christ, centered in GasVord, and consistent in
their biblical interpretation. Nothing less than the
future of biblical fundamentalism is at stake!

Visit us on the web:

http://www .Ibfna.org
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The IBFNA Heads South!
Annual Family Conference Report

Our 20" annual family Bible conference for
2010 found us in Charlotte, N@Ve praise the Lord
for the safety in travel, the blessed fellowship and
challenging preaching that have marked our
conferences over these 20 years and look forward
to being together again next ygarLancasterA,
if the Lord should tarry

Every morning over the three days, Ralph
Colas opened our meetings with a devotional study
in theWord. Dr Colas has always been a blessing,
but these were rich as he drew from
Philippiansl through 4, on
Tuesdayto trace the pattern of
Paul. Wednesday took us to
Genesis 50 for the example and
blessing of Josephfoigiveness

that we need to follow
Thursday morning took us to | Samuel 18 and 23,

for the importance of friendship as comrades in
arms in the Lords service. DrColas spoke
specifically about the gifts between friends:
gratitude, time, attention and inspiration. Each day
these studies prepared us for a season of prayer
and it was good to fellowship with folks we did not
know before and to join with them before God’
throne of Grace.

Pastor Mike McCubbins opened the regular
preaching of the conference with the Separation
message. Drawing from | John 1:1-7, Mike
established the basis for the practice of Separation
by examining the very character of God
Himself as Light and no
darkness at all. The
Holiness, attributes and
commandments of God
are themselves a cal

unto Separation for Gagl’
people, and compromise undermines His very

Person as revealed in Scripture. Mike dealt with

as well as political Separation.

Rev Bud Seadman, from BaptidtVorld
Mission, addressed the need for leadership.
Comparing Pauws instruction t
Timothy in | Timothy 4:12 with
the requirements of kings i
Deuteronomy 17:14-17, Brothe¢r
Steadman spoke about thgse
things we need to keep in chegk:
our power vs. the power of God, our passions and
morals, our possessions and value system and our
pride. Returning to the pulpliuesday evening,
Brother Steadman took us to Il Samuel 21 and 22,
as well as Psalm 18, in a quest for the next
generation of giant killers and experiencing the
deliverance and sufficiency of God.

Dr. Dan Brown, CBTS, took up the challenge
of doctrinal issues and changes that impact our
ministries both now and in the future.

Dan drew a picture of the
diversity now present in
Fundamentalism, from the
New Age Fundamentalists
(on the left) to the Hyper-
Fundamentalists (on the
right) and everything in
everything in between, such as Pragmatic
FundamentalismWorking from | Corinthians 1,
Brother Dan began by examining the essential
doctrines, such as the Gospel of Salvation and then
presented the most recent changes being introduced,
especially in Evangelicalism. Some of the terms
are familiar while others may be new to some of
us: InerrancyOpenness of God, Engang Church,
New Perspective of Paul, as well as the changes in
attitude towards Homosexuality and women in
ministry. Perhaps the most interesting subject
raised in his message and later discussed at length
in the following panel discussion dealt with the
distinctions between Conservative Evangelicals and
Neo-evangelicals, across the spectrum of
FundamentalismThe fine distinctions DiBrown

the types and, what some call, degrees of Separationdescribed between these two groups on
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The music ministries were also a rich blessing to

had several instrumentalists play violin
(HeatherPayne); flute (Pastor Mike McCubbins
and Coleen James); a boys’ instrumental trio; a

everyone. It has always been good each year to french horn solo (Kyle James)y& James, who

come to the conference and know that the music
will be rich in melody and message. This year
we had one of the widest varieties of both
instrumental and vocal music ever heard at an

an annual conference. From childsechoir to the
“exec quartet,” duets ( Bob and Heather Payne,
Mark Srangman andom Hamilton) and solos
(Mark Srangman,®m Hamilton). Likewise, we

also played piano accompaniment for others, as
well a offertories;and KarisNard who also
played the piano Our sincere thanks to all who
contributed for the way our hearts were blessed and
refreshed through music.

Throughout the conference, there were
other ministries and work going oAs a family
conference, there were teen and childsen’
ministries and activities conducted by Pastor Ed
Mason and Pastét Harris; and Chip Edwards kept
us up to date with a full-color daily newspapéf
all the places to eat in Charlotte, the barbecue
restaurants generated the most reviews (my vote
was for Hillbilly’s ribs); and, despite some early
difficulties, the hotel accommodations proved
adequate for both meeting and restiAg always,
the blessing of fellowship with others from far away
has made our conferences rich times of mutual
encouragement. These bonds in Christ have been
an unmeasured source of support to help us stay
true in changing times.

&
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2010 IBFNA
Musician Pictures
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